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July 2), 2009 

Ms. Ameenah Harrison 
12048 Wesco 

Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
Dear Ms. Harrison, 

iTa) i3te ' ime ,aken ,0 '^^ " Ci,iZCn ' S rCques( for rcc ™sidcration ofcducalion.nl 

Your request has been given careful consideration by a Reconsideration Committee including (he 
principal, Barry Nelson, a teacher, a parent, the librarian, and Dr. David Miller district level 
library media coord.nator. Each member of the committee read the book, Yankee Girt and was 
briefed by [)r. Miller regarding the specific objections expressed in your request. 

I have read your request and understand that your concerns are about statements on pages 1 3 44 
and 45. 1 he committee has observed that while the specific objectives are considerable ihev are 
contextually accurate in regard to the historical selling of the title. Given the book is a work of 
fiction based on the real events of the authors' life (hey are of significance lo the story The book 
taken as a whole. »s important as it can lead to conversation about racism and sexism In addition' 
the title has significant merit due to the historical context, sense of realism, and emotional depth ' 
of the story. I he book is about events that children, once they reach a certain level of maturity 
should study and understand. The hook is suitable for fourth grade through high school students. 

Afier reviewing all the information, 1 am approving the committee's recommendation that the 
title, Yankee Girl by Mary Arm Rodman remain as part of the circulated library collection at Rose 
Acres School. 

Again, I want to thank you for taking the time to share your concerns. If you have anv questions 
please contact me at 314-2 1 3-8007. ' H * 

In conclusion, I wanted to let you know there is an appeal process. My decision can be appealed 
by presenting an appeal in writing lo the superintendent of schools. 



Sincerely, 



Tim Pccoraro, Ed.D 
Assistant Superintendent, 
Curriculum/fnstructjon 



Post-it* Fax Note 7671 
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hax * 5-75- 6g<-iT*-o 
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Assessment & Library Services 

Memorandum 



TO: Tim Pecoraro 

FROM: David W. Miller 
DATE: June 3, 2009 

RE: Library Material Reconsideration Committee Recommendation 

Cc: Barry Nelson 

On April 15, 2009, Ms. Ameenah Harrison, a parent, filed a Citizen's Request for 
Reconsideration of Educational Material at Rose Acres School. The parent has a child 
enrolled at Rose Acres School. The original request is attached. 

Per Policy KL-R, a Reconsideration Committee was formed consisting of Barry Nelson 
principal; Karen Taylor, teacher; Jenna Jackson, parent; Debra Bicket librarian and 
David W. Miller, coordinator. Each member of the committee read the specific book 
under reconsideration and was briefed by Dr. Miller regarding the district procedure and 
specific objections cited by the parent. 

Dr. Miller and Mrs. Bicket provided information regarding availability of the book in the 
district and that it was a 2006-07 Mark Twain Award Nominee. Each member spoke to 
the specific objections listed by the parent. The committee members noted the following 
details: 6 

• While the specific objections cited are considerable, they are contextually accurate in 
regard to the historical setting of the title. Given the book is a work of fiction based 
on the real events of the authors' life they are of significance to the story. 

• The book, taken as a whole, is important as it can and should lead to conversation 
about racism and sexism. 

• This title has significant merit due to the historical context, sense of realism, and 
emotional depth of the story. 

• The book is about events that children, once they reach a certain level of maturity, 
should study and understand, 

• The book is suitable for fourth grade through high school students. 

The committee recommends that the tide, Yankee Girl by Mary Ann Rodman remain as 
part of the circulated library collection at Rose Acres School. 



4/2012 09:53 3142138650 



L I BRAR Y_SER V I CES 



PAGE 03 



PATTONVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

EPS Code: 
District Code: 

CITIZEN'S REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL 

™ e: -^xCuCim^fkir] 

Author. _Mq/ ^ A^n 9>nrj rYVj_g_ 

Producer or Publisher: J^SC^ " " 

Date: J^OOj" " ~ ' 

Request initiated by: 

Complainant represents : 
JH himself/herself 
J (name of organization) 

_J (identify other group) ^ " " ' - — 



PSD 63 
KL R-E 



Zip Cod.: 




2 SffSte*^ Ws^'t,-, , 

3. For what age group w<Qd you recommend this material? Hp 1" 

4. Is there anything good about the material? 

5. Did you examine or read the material 



6. 




What parts did you view or read 7 

Anjyouaware of the judgment of this material by literary critics or subject area specialists? 



What would you like your library staff or textbook committee to do about this material? 



do not assign/lend it to my child 
r withdraw it from all readers/students as well as my child 
send it back to the staff selection committee for evaluation 



p. 

^^^^^^^^^SSSi^^^^.x coca 

Reviswe* OMote 23, 2001 nos ever rc*H6 be Q£fcirsss<fd i ci my hcuse^d>idr- 



